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BAPTISMS: 
To prepare for the sacrament of Baptism, parents and 
godparents should plan to attend the 10:15 AM Mass on 
the second Sunday of the month followed by a Baptis-
mal preparation meeting.   
Baptisms are held the 3rd Sunday of the month  
@1:30 PM . Please call the Rectory for arrangements. 
SICK CALLS: 
Please call and arrange for the sacrament of anointing 
whenever anyone is seriously ill. 
MARRIAGES: 
Please call the rectory at least 6 months ahead for an 
appointment with a Priest. 
WELCOME: 
Adults who are interested in learning more about or 
joining the Catholic Faith please call the rectory. Adults 
who have not completed the sacraments of initiation 
(Eucharist and/or Confirmation) please call the rectory. 

 
 

St. Stephen’s – Founded 1866 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary 

Founded 1882 
MASSES ON  SUNDAYS: 
8:30 AM 10:15 AM  
5:00 PM on Saturday 
MASSES ON WEEKDAYS: 
Mon through Sat. 8:30 AM 
Adoration: First Friday each month @ 7:15 AM 
CONFESSIONS: 
Saturdays 3:45– 4:30 P.M. as well as by appointment. 
For Holiday and Special Mass Schedules, please call 
the Rectory and press extension number 4 for specific 
details. 

 

ON LINE & CREDIT CARD GIVING: WWW.GIVECENTRAL.ORG/SHSS 
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 9:00 to 5:00  (Closed for Lunch from 1-2) Friday 9:00 to 2:00   
Office closed  Saturday & Sunday 

No evening hours at the present time. 
IF YOU WISH TO SEE A PRIEST, PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

PLEASE REMEMBER SACRED HEART & ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH IN YOUR WILL. 
 

 



December 21, 2025 

 

MON.   December 22, 2025  
8:30  Carmine & Raffaella Graziani 
  BY: Daughter Teresa 
 
TUE.  December 23, 2025 
8:30  Gertrude Zagarella 
  BY: A Friend  
   
WED  December 24, 2025 
8:30   James & Gertrude Zagarella 
4:30  Family Mass 
11:00   Christmas Eve Mass 
 
THURS. December 25, 2025  
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass 
  
FRI.  December 26, 2025 
8:30  St. Stephen for the Parish 
 
SAT  December 27, 2025 
8:30   Gary Cushing 
  Vincent & Sophie Pennisi 
5:00 PM Lucreza Sallustio 
  Birthday Remembrance 
  BY: Angela & Maria Sallustio 
  
SUN  December 28, 2025 
8:30  Karen Sweeney Kenndy 
  BY: Twomey Family 
10:15  John Edwards 
  Janet, Frank & Lottie Illiano 
  Mark Anthony Spada 
  Kathleen Kalbacher 

 
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

 
GOAL   $39,901.00 
PLEDGED: $47,186.00 
PAID:   $43,874.00 
Thank you for your support and generosity.  All funds 
over goal are returned to the Parish to assist with our 
overhead expenses.  If you have not yet sent in a 
pledge, please consider doing so to help your Parish. 

 
 

 
 

 

FINANCIAL 0INFOR,ATION 
 
 
Sunday Collection  12/14 $2,433.00 
*Envelopes & cash 
On Line Donation   $2,668.00   

Total Sunday 12/14     $5,101.00   
Annual Weekly Expenses  *$14,325.00 
 Difference:    $ 9,324.00 
**Total annual expenses divided by 52 weeks 
 
 
Please remember in your prayers the members of our Parish 
who are hospitalized or in nursing home care, most especially: 

Jonelle Bernardo, Sarina Mukhi, Brad 
Hatry, Michelle Laquercia, Irene Balen, 
Santina Garbellotto,,, Salvatore Salerno, 
John Primavera, Diane Barchuk, Addy 
Wardrope,  Anthony Gambardella,  
Anthony Turco, Elizabeth Foley, Ann 
Curcuru, Lemar McNabb,  Carol 
Montelbano, Julia Magno, Anthony 
Manfre, Emma Hukerby, Kristin Quail, 

Mark Carles, Erica Concino,  M a r y A n n  K i n c z e l , 
 Susan Hannan, , Hector Jimenez, Darren 
Munio, Sophia Rotunno, Frances  Marra, Philip 
Saraceno, Salvatore Aleo,  Michael Ostrowski, Kathy 
Parasimo,  
Butch Montevecchi, Louann Gambardella,   
Jack DiCostanzo, Edna Lamboy , Angelo Sardinha, 
Pamela Rosenberg, Morgan Spurlock,  
Charlotte Ackerman, Jami Domanoski & unborn  
infant, Joan Sawaya, Mary Martir, Marcella Gatti 
 Beverly DiCovello, Michael DiMeglio, 

 Lorraine Zanzonico 
 
 

MASS COUNT  
WEEKEND OF 12//13  & 12/14 

 
 5:00 PM 55 
 8:30 AM 50 
 10:15 AM 148 
 
   Total:  253 
 

 Live Stream  1355 
  
   
Bread &Wine for the week of 12/20 

has been donated 
In Memory of 

UGO MARTIOTTIELO 
BY: Millie Agosta 

 



Dear Parish Family, 
 Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  Today’s readings focus on 
Mary.  Since Christmas is the celebration of the Incarnation ( the taking on of 
flesh) of God among us, Mary is very important.  Mary gives flesh to the Word 

of God.  The reason why Mary holds an important place in Catholic and Orthodox theology 
and spirituality is her role in the Incarnation.  Mary makes God more than a concept, she saves 
us from a too theological or philosophical approach to God.  Through the Holy Spirit she 
makes God visible.  Mary is one of us.  Honored in the Gospel, holding a special place in the 
church and in the hearts of the faithful, she is the first disciple of the Lord.  She is the first 
member of the Church.  She is not divine but human yet she is for us a model of faithfulness to 
the Word of God.  She is the Mother of the Faithful. 
 The world of Art has done both a service and dis service to Mary.  Icons aim at 
preserving her holiness and her motherhood.  Various forms of western art in an attempt to 
portray her sometimes presented us with an image that was too perfect and too distant.  Yet 
from the sacred text which is rather silent on Mary, we do have an outline of a strong witness of 
woman of prayer who seems down to earth.  In Luke 1:34f, we see that she questions the Angel.  
She clearly knows the facts of life.  How many of us would question an angel?  We find her in 
Cana being concerned over the couple who has just been married because they have no wine. 
She moves Jesus to perform a sign.  We see her enduring sorrow beyond all imagination at the 
foot of the cross..  She seems to struggle to understand Jesus in Mark’s Gospel.  (Not unlike all 
souls who seek to follow the Lord.) 
 For me, Mary is an important journey partner in the walk of faith.  I see her not as a 
person reserved for women only but as a companion for any soul who is longing to live a life in 
the Spirit of God.  Carrying Jesus in her womb or in her heart she is a sign for me that God is 
present even when he seems absent and distant.  A woman who went through times of confusion 
and upsetment, she reminds me that God does have a plan.  God is in the many changes which 
occur in our respective lives.  Not unlike a parent who gently reminds us to have patience and 
wait, she is an example of one who waits on the Lord.  She is a sign that God does fulfill his 
promises. 
 As a sign of prayer, she teaches us that prayer is a matter for the heart.  In Luke 2:20 we 
learn that she kept all the things regarding Jesus in her heart and reflected on them.  Perhaps we 
can imitate her prayer and reflect on the Word of God made flesh also known as Jesus, all the 
day of our lives.  Just as Mary brings Jesus to us, she can bring us to Jesus in a real and  
compelling way.  Just as Mary gives flesh to the invisible Word of God, thus making God visible 
in Jesus, so we too through practicing of our faith can give flesh to Mercy, Love, Compassion, 
Justice and Peace by the way we choose to live out the Gospel of Christ Jesus. 

  
Together let us proclaim the Greatness of the Lord who is Jesus. 

 
 

Msgr.  Guy A. Massie  
   


