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BAPTISMS:
3
St. Stephen s — Founded 1866 To prepare for the sacrament of Baptism, parents and godparents
Sacred Hearts ofJesus & Mary should plan to attend the 10:00 AM Mass on the second Sunday of
Founded 1882 the month followed by a Baptismal preparation meeting.

Parents must come to the Parish Office with a copy of the birth
certificate one month before your planned Baptism.

MASSES ON SUNDAYS:

8:30 AM 10:00 AM & 12 NOON SICK CALLS:
5:00 PM on Saturday Please call and arrange for the sacrament of anointing whenever
MASSES ON WEEKDAYS: anyone is seriously ill.
Monday 8:30 AM MARRIAGES:
Tues. through Sat. 8:30 AM Pl.ease cal.l the rectory at least 6 months ahead for an appointment
Adoration: First Friday each month @ 7:15 AM with a Priest.

WELCOME:
CONFESSIONS: Adults who are interested in learning more about or joining the
Saturdays 3:45-4:30 P.M. as well as by appointment. Catholic Faith please call the rectory. Adults who have not com-
For Holiday and Special Mass Schedules, please call pleted the sacraments of initiation (Eucharist and/or Confirma-
the Rectory and press extension number 4 for specific tion) please call the rectory.
details.

ON LINE & CREDIT CARD GIVING: WWW.GIVECENTRAL.ORG/SHSS
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 to 5:00 (Closed for Lunch from 1-2) Friday 9:00 to 2:00 Saturday 9:00 to 1:00
Office closed Sunday
No evening hours at the present time.
IF YOU WISH TO SEE A PRIEST, PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE REMEMBER SACRED HEART & ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH IN YOUR WILL.
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MON. DECEMBER 26, 2022
8:30 John Vincent Verderame
BY: Mom & Dad
TUE. DECEMBER 27, 2022
8:30 Gary Cushing
WED DECEMBER 28, 2022
8:30 Salvatore & Theresa Tilocca &
Camille Tilocca Limardi
BY: The Troiano Family
THURS. DECEMBER 29, 2022
8:30 Michael Diacamanolaus
FRI. DECEMBER 30, 2022
8:30 Luigi Barrera
BY: Loving Family
SAT. DECEMBER 31, 2022
8:30 Elizabeth DeMeglio
BY Loving Famuly
5:00 PM Charles Stuto
BY: Carmine & Anna Balsamo
SUN January 1. 2023
Noon Vincent &Vincenza Pepe
BY: Son Louis

THERE IS ONLY ONE MASS THIS DAY!

F AT Bread & Wine for the week
T of December 25th has been
donated
In Fond & Loving Memory of

Fr. Chris Cashman
BY: Rose Marie Fogla

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
__ Sunday Collection 12/4  $1,710.00
$ 2,508.50

/@ *Envelopes & cash
On Line Donations
Total Sunday 12/4 $4,218.50

""" Annual Weekly Exp-enses *$14,325.00
Difference: $10,106..50
**Total annual expenses divided by 52 weeks

Volunteers Needed. Will vou join us?

Here at SHSS, we are
Y\ blessed to share the
E—\z—2 privilege of sharing our
tea, e, ttachme  rich Catholic faith and
10 wakin His li9kt traditions with the youth
of the parish. We need
more laborers in the vineyard to help teach,
assist, prepare crafts, be monitors during
class, assist at Grade Masses, and prepare
refreshments, and we need prayer warriors.
If you can help in some way or give one
Sunday a month, we welcome your
assistance. Contact Michele Twomey at
718-596-7750 or email
mtwomey.shss@gmail.com to help.

You’re
& Invited
nw, Please note that there
ors.raenco.me. Wil be no Book Club
meeting 1n
December. We will resume meeting in the
New Year. Please join us on Monday, Jan.
nd @7 PM in the Panish House for an
mnformal discussion about 7he Phonebook
at the Edge of the World by Laura Messina.
For those of you who plan ahead, out next
meeting will be Feb. 6th. We will be
discussing 7The Family Upstairs by Lisa
Jewell. All are welcome.
Hope to see you there.



Page 3, Sunday, December 25,2022

Please remember

-smacen gre  ill, hospitalized or
nursing home care, most especially:
Jonelle Bernardo, Helena Rolla
Brad Hatry Gertrude Zagarella
Michelle Laquercia Irene Balen

Santina Garbellotto John Nigro
Lois Tilocca Salvatore Salerno
Diane Barchuk Addy Wardrope

Carol DeMairo
Anthony Tilocca
Elizabeth Foley
Ann Curcuru
Lamar McNabb
Carol Montelbano
Anthony Manfre
Emma Huckerby
Joan Di Tucci
Dominick Aiello, Jr.
Erica Concino
Susan Hannan
Hector Jimenez
Abigail Memmesheimer  Sophia Rotunno
Philip Saraceno Salvatore Aleo
Maria Anjelica Patino Laquercia
Paul & Leona Pensabene Frances Marra
Michael Ostrowski Regina Ventura Giulietti
John Primavera

Anthony Gambardella
Anthony Turco
Cathy De Marino
Dora Zanzonico
Louis D’Angelo
Julia Magno
Celeste Internicola
Kristin Quail
Sarina Mukhi
Mark Carles
MaryAnn Kinczel
Evan Marra
Darren Munio

MASS SCHEDULE FOR
ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays
@ 9:30 AM

Saturday Evenings @ 4:00 PM
Sundays @ 10:00 AM

in your
Pray prayers the members of our
* parish and community who

in

Our Church is open each
Wednesday from noon
until 2:00 PM for private
prayer. You are
encouraged to stop by for
this quiet time with the Lord.

We hope to see you there!

©1J.S. Paluch Co,, Inc.

mas
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From the
Pastor

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Dear Parish Family,

I wish you a blessed and Merry Christmas!!! May you and your family and friends be
blessed with Peace, Love and Joy.

At Christmas we are invited to reflect upon the Christmas Story. There are many facts to
this wonderful story we love to hear over and over again. I am interested this year in Mary and
Joseph’s search for a place to stay. In the story we are told there was no room. You mean no one could
make room for this couple? Making room is difficult for many of us. How often have I heard “I cannot
come to Mass today because I have a sports event to attend or play in.” I cannot come to church
because “my work schedule is too full.” “I cannot come to this sacramental meeting or that church
event because I have social commitments.” So the line of excuses of busy schedules not allowing even
room for Eucharist, for prayer or reflection continues for many.

Yet, every year and every day this Jesus comes knocking on the doors of our hearts in
many surprising and unexpected ways. He knocks on our doors in the form of the wife who has served,
taken care of the children and who is so easily taken for granted. He knocks on the doors of our hearts
when we are invited to realize all the people who are in front of us who we do not choose to see. He
knocks on our door when we are invited to make room for an elderly parent. This Jesus is found alive
not as a statue in a Nativity scene, but among those who are hungry not only for food, but for
recognition. Jesus is calling to us from those who thirst not only for water but for acceptance. This
Jesus is found in those who are seeking a restoration of their dignity especially if they are victims of
abuse or neglect. This Jesus is knocking on the doors of our hearts asking us to make room for the
stranger, the new in-law, the new co-worker, the newly arrived and those seeking safety. This Jesus is
looking for acceptance in those who are imprisoned by fear, addictions and self-unacceptance. This
Jesus knocks on the doors of our hearts every time we hear the Gospel proclaimed seeking our
conversion and to open our eyes to his presence in those around us even in the little child who simply
wants a hug. Yes, when this Jesus knocks on the doors of our hearts, he is asking us to give of ourselves
and when we give of ourselves, we will have all we need. You will have time for everything.

So, we celebrate Christmas again for the first time or for our last time. Find, stop, listen
and look to recognize this Christ in the Eucharist, in the Gospel proclaimed and in all those who are in
need. Bring gifts of Peace, Mercy, Joy and Hope to all you meet and have an open heart to this Christ so
close to us and you will have Joy that no one can take from you.

Christ comes to redeem us. He comes to save us from sin and from ourselves. He comes
that we may live for him, through him and in communion with him to the Glory of God our Father in
the unity of the Holy Spirit. In short, he comes to bring us the Kingdom of God.

Msgr. Guy A. Massie
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A BLESSED AND MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
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