SACRED HEARTS & ST. STEPHEN R.C.CHURCH

WWW.SacredHearts-StStephen.com

St. Stephen’s — Founded 1866
Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary
Founded 1882
MASSES ON SUNDAYS:

8:30 AM 10:00 AM & 12 NOON
5:00 PM on Saturday

MASSES ON WEEKDAYS:

Monday 8:30 AM

Tues. through Sat. 8:30 AM

Adoration: First Friday each month @ 7:15 AM

CONFESSIONS:

Rectory: 108 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, N.Y 11231
718-596-7750 tel
718-260-9233 fax

REV. MSGR. GUY A. MASSIE
Pastor
REV. CLETUS FORSON
Parochial Vicar
REV.NGOZI
Prison Chaplain (In Residence)
MRS. NANCY ARKIN
Director of Faith Formation
JOHN HEYER, I1
Pastoral Associate
ROSE MARIE FOGLIA
Administrator/Business Manager
JAMES LAKE
Parish Organist
JENNIFER WU
Choir Director
EVELYN TROESTER DEGRAF
Choir Director Emerita
ANDREW DI MANSO
Sacristan
MICHAEL J. ENG
DONALD J. GLOCKNER, JR.
Parish Trustees and Advisors
BAPTISMS:
To prepare for the sacrament of Baptism, parents and godpar-
ents should plan to attend the 10:00 AM Mass on the second
Sunday of the month followed by a Baptismal preparation meet-
ing.
Parents must come to the Parish Office with a copy of the birth
certificate one month before your planned Baptism.
SICK CALLS:
Please call and arrange for the sacrament of anointing whenever
anyone is seriously ill.
MARRIAGES:
Please call the rectory at least 6 months ahead for an appoint-
ment with a Priest.
WELCOME:
Adults who are interested in learning more about or joining the

Saturdays 3:45— 4:30 P.M. as well as by appointment.
For Holiday and Special Mass Schedules, please call
the Rectory and press extension number 4 for specific

Catholic Faith please call the rectory. Adults who have not com-
pleted the sacraments of initiation (Eucharist and/or Confirma-
tion) please call the rectory.

ON LINE & CREDIT CARD GIVING: WWW.GIVECENTRAL.ORG/SHSS
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 to 5:00 (Closed for Lunch from 1-2) Friday 9:00 to 3:00 Saturday 9:00 to 1:00
Office closed Sunday
No evening hours at the present time.
IF YOU WISH TO SEE A PRIEST, PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE REMEMBER SACRED HEART & ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH IN YOUR WILL.
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d Masses for

‘ the Week

MON.
8:30

TUE.
8:30
8:30 AM

THURS.
8:30

FRI
8:30

SAT.
8:30
5:00 PM
SUN
8:30 AM

10:00

Noon

APRIL 12, 2021
Mary Daniel

BY: Her Daughter Mary Ann Morale

APRIL 13, 2021

All Deceased Members of
The Caria Family

BY: Marie Caria

APRIL 14, 2021
Harriet & Kenneth Longtempts
BY: Elainie & Ken Longtempts

APRIL 15, 2021
Louws Tabeek
BY: Gertrude Zagarella

APRIL 16, 2021
Philip Olivieri
BY: Marlene Olivieri & Children

APRIL 17, 2021

Luigi Barerra

BY: Tina & Nick
Vincent & Vincenza Pepe
BY: Rose Marie Foglia

APRIL 18, 2021
Ronnie Lubrano
BY: Camille & Anthony Trani
Joseph, Concetta & Frank Foglia
BY: Rose Marie Foglia

AND
Alfred Pipitone
BY: Mom & Dad
Connie, Ernie & Joey Missoni
BY: Loving Family

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
/ / Sunday Collection 8/21 $ 2,308..00*
Lﬁ *Envelopes & cash
¥J On Line Donations $ 3,438.00
""" Total Sunday 8/21 $ 5,741.00
Annual Weekly Expenses* *$14,325.00
Difference: $8,584.00

**Total annual expenses divided by 52 weeks

*

Financial Stewardship
For those who are financially able to
continue to support the parish during this
time, we encourage you to sign up for e-
giving so that we may be able to continue
the ministry of the church during this
critical time.

The 2021 Annual
Catholic Appeal
Annual Catholic supports the mission
of [ﬁﬂ?ff}tk%oo}(%] our parish and the
daily work of the
Church in Brooklyn and Queens in ways
no one parish can accomplish alone by
supporting the following ministries:
« Catholic Youth Ministry Initiative
o Catholic Charities
« Hospital, College & Prison Chaplains
« Diocesan Vocations Office
o Catholic Migration Services
o Office of Faith Formation
o Bishop Mugavero Residence for
infirmed clergy
o Futures in Education Scholarship
Foundation
All donations made to the ACA above our
Parish Goal are returned directly back to
our parish for operations and
improvements.
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HAPPY SPRING!
April began quiet as a lamb as we rejoice in this
Easter Season!

Please remember in your
#Pray prayers the members of our
” parish and community who
«w are ill, hospitalized or in

National and World themes of Awareness in the

nursing home care, most especially: month of April
Jonelle Bernardo, Helena Rolla Alcohol Awareness Month
Brad Hatry Louis Pepe Autism Awareness (April 2) Go blue!
Michelle Laquercia Irene Balen World Health Day (April7) “Building a fairer,
Dolly Vergona, Gloria Heyer healthier world.”
Judith DeArmen John Nigro Donation Life Blue & Green Day (April 16th)
Judith Miller RoseMary Lamaestra Meningitis Day (April 14th)
Diane Barchuk Addy Wardrope
Carol DeMairo Anthony Gambardella Healthcare Decision Day (April 16th)
Anthony Tilocca Anthony Turco What are your 5 wishes?
Roe Gambardella Elizabeth Foley Wish 1: Who will honor your medical treatment
Ann Curcuru Dora Zanzonico choices?
Lamar McNabb Louis D’Angelo o Designate a Health Care Agent (2 people) you
Carol Montelbano Gina Salta trust to honor your medical choices and make
Anthony Manfre Celeste Internicola health care decisions when you can no longer
Emma Huckerby Kristin Quail make them yourself.
Louann Gambardella Robert Janicke Wish 2: Treatment Options
qulnlck A1ello, Jr. Mark Carles . e The kind of medical treatment you want or do
Erica Concino . Bernadette Janicke not want including medication, nutrition,
Mary Thf:rese Pugliese Evan Marra ) holistic and alternative care options.
Hector Jimenez Darren Munio . .
John Esposito Abigail Memmesheimer Wish 3: Comfort Care ) )
¢ You choose the type of comfort care including
pain control through medication, mind, body
and soul treatments and or holistic and
Bread & Wine for the week alternative therapies.
of April 11th has been Wish 4 How do you want to be treated?
a donated e In illness and end of life care, where do you
o S P Co- e In Loving Memory of want to have care for home, hospice and
ANNE (BABE) IACONO hospital? Equally important is respect to your
BY: Michael & LouAnne Manus spiritual and or religious care, prayer and the
respect of visitors and celebrations.
©1J.8, Pauch Co, Inc. Wish 5: Talk to your family and friends. What

do you want them to know?

e Share your thoughts with family and friends by
speaking with them or writing a letter. Offer
and accept love and forgiveness. Offer yourself
through the sacrament of confession.

Discuss practical matters:
¢ Memorial or burial
O Donating your organs: Donation Life Blue &
Green Day (April 16)
¢ Donating your body to science

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY Sondra Rivera, RN




DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
P astor Today is the second Sunday of Easter. Easter is too big to be contained in one
day. The Easter celebration which started on Holy Thursday with the Mass of the
©15.Pauch Co . Supper of the Lord led to Good Friday which in turn led us to Easter and the
Resurrection. Easter Sunday led us to the eight days of Easter called the Octave of
Easter which concludes today. Notice that all the activity read gospels this past week actually took
place on the day, Easter Sunday. Today part of our gospel is taking place on the evening of that first
Easter. The second part of the gospel is taking place one week after the Resurrection of Christ which

would be today.

Let us use our imagination in our praying these texts this week. Let us imagine the feelings of
the apostles who meet in the upper room. Let us consider Peter who was close to Jesus. Peter truly
had his heart in the right place but did not follow through. Professing his love for Jesus at the last
supper, nevertheless, Peter denies knowing Jesus three times. Peter was not there for his friend. He
leaves Jesus alone. What did Peter feel like on that Sunday morning? Did he visit the places of the
trial of Jesus and the street where Jesus carried his cross? Did he weep because had he stayed, he may
have been able to defend Jesus or at least been there for support? How could he face Mary the mother
of Jesus after having denied Jesus? What was his emotional state? What about Andrew who had been
the first called, he even introduced Peter to Jesus, yet he too abandoned Jesus? What about all the
guilt the others felt? How did John the faithful disciple feel about the other ten apostles? Did he say:
“where were you?” What happened to you? How did they feel about Judas who betrayed Jesus? Did
they realize that all of them in some way except for John betrayed Jesus? Then there is Thomas who
could not believe. Could not get past what had happened to Jesus. Perhaps they were angry with
Jesus too. How could he have left them in this state? Now they too could be seen as criminals in the
eyes of the Romans. The apostles were in a bad way.

Into this mess of human emotions comes Jesus. They are overcome. Jesus, knowing all things,
greets them with the word “Shalom” Peace. He proves he is alive although changed. He gives them
the Holy Spirit telling them they can forgive sins of those who are repentant or they can retain sins of
those who are not repentant. All of the apostles in the room need forgiveness and spiritual
rehabilitation. They all needed the mercy of God. All the apostles were wounded in some way. It is
Thomas who accentuates the need that they all had. It was in the wounds of Christ that they were
healed. Thomas touches the wounds and his faith is healed. All the apostles had to look not only on
the wounds of Christ but their own in order to be healed.

The Sunday after Easter has been designated by St. John Paul II as Divine Mercy Sunday.
Thomas in the Gospel is healed by touching the wounds of Christ. Christ redeems us through his
passion. It is in facing our wounded nature both as a community and as individuals that we can find
healing. Seeing our wounded nature can be painful. Healing that nature can be difficult, yet Christ
is our hope and strength that even the worst of sins can be forgiven and healed. Mercy is a word
which comes from Latin. It is Miserecordia. This word means to suffer pain in one’s heart for
another. In asking God for mercy, we are asking God to have suffering in his heart for us. Likewise
we are asked by God to have pain in our hearts for the pain of others. Mercy is active, it does what is
can to relieve the suffering of others through prayer and actions. ( Corporal and spiritual works of
mercy) There are people who feel that their lives are so mixed up or that they have sinned most
grievously that forgiveness or reconciliation for them is impossible. Today the readings remind us that
is not true. Mercy is available. Lives can change for the better. We as individuals and we as the
body of the Church are always in need of mercy. Today, Divine Mercy Sunday forgive someone with
whom you are angry. Mercy is given to us to be shared among us. In light of all that has happened to
us with this virus, what is really important?

Msgr. Guy A. Massie

From the
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' l[[lllm TO ALL
:_'25 The Jewish People and the Passion narratives present us with a

ersrmce, . NEEA fOr a pastoral note. The Passion Narratives in no way justifies
anti-Semitism nor any persecution of the Jews of our day or any
other day. Keeping with the Teachings of the Catholic Church as explained at Vatican II
in the document Nostra Aetate ( In Our Time), I remind you that writing of the Passion is
not story of trial as we would know it. The Passion is a theological and Catecaitcal
document. These events were written after the Passion and reflect a time period which
was not contemporary with the Passion but with later history when The Jewish
Community of Jerusalem was dividing between those who accepted Jesus and those who
did not. This divide caused families and friendships to split apart. 1 ask you to be
mindful of the quote below from Vatican II. As we hear and meditate on the
Passion/Death and Resurrection of Christ during the next few weeks, I ask all to keep in
mind that these events are the founding events of our faith. Please remember the
following:
Even though the Jewish authorities and those who followed their lead pressed for the
death of Christ, neither all Jews indiscriminate at that time, nor Jews today can be
charged with the crimes committed during his passion. It is true that the Church is the
new people of God, yet the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected or accused as if this
followed from the Holy Scriptures. Consequently, all must take care lest in catechizing or
preaching the Word of God, they teach anything which is not in accord with the truth of
the Gospel message or the spirit of Christ. Indeed the Church proves every form of
persecution against whomever it may be directed. Remembering then her common
heritage with the Jews and moved not by any political consideration, but solely by
religious motivation of Christian clarity, she (the Church) deplores all hatreds,
persecutions, displays of anti-Semitism leveled at anytime or from any source against the
Jews. The Church always held and continues to hold that Christ out of love freely
underwent suffering and death because of the sins of all men, so that all might attain
salvation. It is the duty of the Church, therefore, in her preaching to proclaim the cross
of Christ as a sign of God’s universal love and source of all grace. (Nostra Aetate 28
October 1965 Vatican II Document)
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